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colleges have responded to declining state funds for schools by turning to their students 
to make ends meet. By fall 2015, the average cost of tuition in state schools had risen 
119 percent (70 percent when adjusted for inflation).45 (See Figure 14.1.) While some 
state leaders have complained about universities increasing tuition, these universities 
are controlled by boards of regents appointed by the governor and confirmed by the 
Senate.46

Texas has about fifty community college districts that support about eighty-five 
campuses. Texas public community colleges are two-year institutions that serve their 
communities by offering vocational, technical, and academic courses and certifications. 
Their tuition fees are slightly more complicated than state universities because each 
community district is supported by a local taxing district that supplements state 
funding. People living within these districts pay less in tuition and fees because their 
tax dollars support the college in general.

Former lieutenant governor Bill Hobby has argued that the relationship between 
the state and its universities has changed. “The perception that state universities are 
highly subsidized by tax dollars is no longer true,” he said. “Such universities used to 
be called ‘state supported.’ Today, ‘state-assisted’ might be a better term.”47 There has 
even been some discussion of schools such as UT “going private” by shunning state 
revenue. This would save some money from the state budget, but the state would also 
lose control over an important component in education in the state.

The challenges to families trying to put their children through college have been 
compounded because the state’s budget cuts to its schools were accompanied by cuts 
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  FIGURE 14.1   � Higher Education Average Tuition Cost, Semester of Fall 
2003–Fall 2015

Note: Total Academic Charges are the total of all tuition, mandatory, and course fee charges.

Source: Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, “Overview: Tuition Deregulation and Tuition Set Asides,” April 11, 
2016, http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/reports/PDF/7524.PDF?CFID=45560538&CFTOKEN=48025555.


